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Pedal 
Is your heel touching the floor? 

Can you hear the pedal lifting cleanly? 

Dynamics and Tempo 
Have you found every dynamic marking? 

Are you listening carefully for dynamic changes? 

Does your tempo match the mood of the piece? 

Articulation 
Have you found every articulation marking? 

Can you hear the difference between legato and staccato notes? 

Are you staying relaxed, with good piano posture? 

Notes and Fingering 
Have you checked the key signature? 

Are you listening that every note sounds correct? 

Are you using the fingering written in the music? 

Rhythm—START HERE! 
Have you checked the time signature? 

Can you clap and count the rhythm to the piece? 

Can you play the piece slowly, with a steady beat? 
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The practice cake is a great way to break a new 

piece of music into more manageable steps!  

 

Imagine the layers of information in your music are the layers in a cake. Start at 

the bottom of the cake, and use the questions below to make sure each musical 

layer is solid before moving up to the next one. 


