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Florence Price was an African-American pianist, organist,
and composer born in Little Rock, Arkansas. She was the
first Black female composer to have her work performed
by a major American orchestra.

Price began studying piano with her mother, a former teacher, at a young age. She
played in her first piano recital at the age of 4. At the age of 11, she published her
first composition. She graduated from high school at the age of 14 and was
accepted into the prestigious New England Conservatory of Music.

While at the New England Conservatory, Price double-majored in organ and piano
teaching. She also studied composition and counterpoint with composers George
Chadwick and Frederick Converse. She graduated with honors in 1906 and moved
back to Little Rock, then to Atlanta, to pursue a career in teaching.

In 1912, she married a lawyer named Thomas J. Price, and they settled in Little
Rock, where Price soon built a thriving piano studio. Due to increasing racial
tensions in Little Rock, the Price family moved to Chicago in 1927. This move
allowed her to once again focus on composition, and she studied composition,
orchestration, and organ with some of the leading teachers in the city.

In 1931, Price and her husband divorced. To support her two young daughters,
Price worked as an organist and wrote radio jingles using a pen name. She also
continued to compose concert music, eventually writing over 300 works including
symphonies, concertos, choral works, art songs, and chamber music. In 1933,
Price’'s Symphony in E Minor was premiered by the Chicago Symphony Orchestra.

Price died in 1953; however in 2009, a large number of her unpublished
manuscripts were discovered. This led to a resurgence of interest in Price’s music,
bringing attention to many wonderful compositions that were almost lost forever.
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