The Classical Period
(1750-1820)

The Classical Period marked a movement towards simplicity in art, architecture, and
music. Composers worked to make their music clear, balanced, and elegant.

Characteristics of the Classical period:

Music from the Classical period usually has a clear melody line with a simple
accompaniment. Form (the structure of the music) became very important in the
Classical period. As the music itself became simpler, more importance was given to
details such as articulation and dynamics, with composers marking these details into
the music more than ever before.

Popular Instruments:

Fortepiano, strings, flute, oboe, bassoon, clarinet, trumpet, French horn.

Popular Types of Music:

Sonata, symphony, concerto, string quartet, comic (light) opera.

Famous Composers:

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Franz Joseph Haydn, Ludwig van Beethoven, C.P.E.
Bach, Muzio Clementi, Franz Schubert, Marianna Martines.

Famous Classical Pieces You Might Recognize:

“Movement 1” from the Fifth Symphony (Beethoven)
“Rondo alla Turca” (Mozart)

“‘Allegro” from A Little Night Music (Mozart)
“‘Andante” from the Surprise Symphony (Haydn)
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